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Summary: Cherry, Atticus, Mo, Patch, and Darla are invited to the 
Crystal Empire with the Mane Six to meet Shining Armor and Princess 
Cadence's newest member of the family. However, the baby is a lot 
more than it seems and it's all up to the little bundle to save the 
day from a sudden chaos outbreak in the empire. 


1 . Chapter 1 

Twilight had answered Atticus' s letter and she sent a response to him 
saying that she hadn't met her brother's new foal either, so they 
would all go together to meet the newest member of the lavender 
alicorn princess's family. Atticus asked if she wouldn't mind if he 
brought someone extra with them and she promised that she would be 
okay with it . 

"I'm going to Equestria!" Darla jumped up and down on her bed in 
excitement. "I'm going to Equestria! I'm going to Equestria!" 

"Okay, okay, calm down, calm down." Atticus laughed. 

Darla settled down and then sat down on her bed. "I'm just so 
excited ! " 

"I know, so am I." Atticus smiled. 

"How soon until we go? ! " Darla started to run around the room in a 
frenzy . 

Atticus laughed a little. "Darla, calm down, Equestria won't be going 
anywhere, we'll be ready to go as soon as Cherry and Mo get here." 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Darla then zipped to the bedroom window and stared into the 



driveway to look out for either one of them. "Come on, come on, 
<strong>COME ON!<strong>" 

"Oh, come on, Darla, give Cherry some time, it's not like she's just 
going to come knocking at the door this second." Atticus said. 

Just then there was a knocking at the front door as if on cue. 

Darla squealed with a grin and dashed to the front door, nearly 
knocking Patrick and Emily down on the way. "Sorry, guys!" she then 
opened the door. 

Cherry walked in with her hands in her pockets. 

"Cherry, you're surprisingly early..." Darla smiled. "That's so 
unlike you . " 

"I was told there would be cheesecake." Cherry said, though still 
very stoic. 

"Cheesecake?" Darla asked. 

"I like cheesecake." Cherry grinned bright and cheerful before 
returning to a sour straight face as usual. 

"I might have a cheesecake in the kitchen." Emily said. 

"Wrap it up." Cherry lightly demanded. 

"Nice to see you too. Cherry..." Patrick sighed. 

"All right, now we gotta wait for Mo..." Darla folded her arms and 
tapped her foot quickly and anxiously. 

Mo came in, just as excited as Darla and Atticus were. 

"Hey, guys!" she beamed. 

"Hey, Mo!" Darla smiled. "You ready to go?" 

"You bet!" Mo cheered. 

"I know Atticus is excited to see you~" Darla batted her eyelashes 
with a cheeky grin. 

"I sure am." Atticus smiled. 

"I think we're all here." Patch said as he entered the room with 
Lucky, Cookie, and Colette. 

"Great, the dogs are here too..." Cherry groaned. 

"What's wrong with dogs?!" Cookie snarled. 

"Uhh..." Cherry glanced at the female boxer rather nervously. 

"Think of your reason wisely." Atticus whispered. 

"Uhh... Well... I'm more of a cat person...?" Cherry smiled nervously 
to the female boxer. 



"Just watch what you say!" Cookie snarled in her face. 

Cherry gulped as she sweated nervously. "Phew... And I thought Drell 
was my worst nightmare... But luckily for me, that egomaniac blowhard 
is nowhere in sight!" 

"I wouldn't say that if I were you." Atticus said. 

"Why not?" Cherry asked. 

Drell snaked up behind Cherry and wrapped his arms around her 
neck . 

"Of course..." Cherry said in a shaky tone of voice. 

"Oh, surely you didn't think you'd go to Equestria without me, hmm?" 
Drell smirked, stroking her hair in his hold. 

"Can we go now?" Darla asked, excited. 

"Is there anyone else?" Drell asked. 

"Nope, this is all of us, come on, Darla." Atticus said. 

"YES!" Darla exploded. " * *FINALLY ! * * " 

Patrick and Emily smiled as the kids were off to have a good 
time . 

"And where you two are coming along." Drell said to Patrick and 
Emily . 

"We'll be right along, I just have to get my last paycheck from work 
and we'll be right over," Patrick promised. "After our wedding, we 
always had a special way to make it to Equestria." 

Atticus sighed. "Okay, Dad... Don't be too long." 

"Don't worry, I promise it'll be fine and we won't miss anything." 
Patrick promised as he put his arm around Emily. 

"Well, okay then." Atticus said. 

"Don't worry, dear, we'll be right there," Emily hugged him and 
kissed his forehead. "Now take your little sister before her head 
explodes . " 

Atticus nodded, then went to the door. "Darla, stay close with 


"Okay." Darla nodded back with a smile, going with them to get to 
Equestria . 

"We'll first go to Twilight's castle to meet up with them." Atticus 
said . 

"Wow, a real castle!" Darla beamed. 

"Oh, also Cherry, Twilight said something about a special guest for 



you, so get ready for that." Atticus said as they were getting 
set . 


"Um, okay..." Cherry shrugged, not sure who the guest could be, but 
looked a tad bit excited. 

"Alright, then let's teleport to Equestria and where all of us will 
be in our pony forms." Drell said. 

"Ready, Darla?" Mo asked. 

"Yeah, yeah, can we go now?!" Darla sounded impatient, then realized 
what she said was kind of rude. "Oh, sorry..." 

"Yes, Darla, we can go now." Atticus said. 

"Yay!" Darla cheered. 

"Wasn't Skippy coming with you?" Mo asked Drell. 

"He got caught up in something, he said he would try maybe tomorrow." 
Drell replied. 

"Hope everything's okay." Patch said as he stayed close by Colette as 
they walked behind Lucky and Cookie. 

"I'm sure everything will be fine." Drell said before using his magic 
to turn himself and those who didn't have Equestrian medallions into 
their own pony forms as they were all teleported to Twilight's 
castle . 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>In Equestria, Twilight was with Spike and Starlight Glimmer as 
they were awaiting the arrival of their inter-dimensional friends. 

And where they were instantly encountered by them in their pony 
forms . <p> 

"Wow, that was quick." Spike commented. 

Twilight came up to everyone she recognized and hugged them 
instantly, then smiled politely to the extra guests. 

"I can't believe we're actually in Equestria!" Darla cheered. 

"This must be Darla, huh?" Twilight approached the new filly. 

"Yeah, she's really psyched." Mo replied. 

"Ohmigosh, the Princess of Friendship!" Darla bowed to 
Twilight . 

Twilight sighed, but had a small smile. "Kinda reminds me of when 
those little ponies from Apple Bloom, Scootaloo, and Sweetie Belle's 
school kept tracking me down." 

"How did it go with them tracking you down?" Darla asked. 

"Ooh, let's just say I'm glad we could all learn a valuable lesson in 
the end..." Twilight smiled halfway. "Welcome back and those visiting 



Equestria for the first time, welcome to the land of friendship, and 
this is my little friend. Spike. You'll meet more of my friends 
later, and Cherry?- There's someone here who wants to see you." 

"Who is it?" Cherry asked. 

"Spike, if you would?" Twilight prompted. 

The young dragon nodded and went inside to get the special guest for 
her . 

"So, who's this special guest. Twilight?" Patch asked her. 

"I'll tell you later..." Twilight said in a hushed tone so it 
wouldn't spoil for Cherry, she then smiled once a gray unicorn 
stallion came with hazel eyes and three black clubs like on playing 
cards on his flank. "Cherry, you remember Stellar from Las Pegasus, 
right ? " 

Cherry's eyes widened and she turned bright pink with a nervous grin. 
She giggled nervously, then cracked up laughing out loud and then 
fainted backward onto the ground like a shy school girl. 

"Yeah, I believe she remembers him." Atticus said. 

Stellar helped Cherry up to her hooves and dusted her clean with a 
small smile. Cherry smiled back. 

"Las Pegasus?" Mo asked. 

"Cherry came to visit with her friend Katie once, " Twilight 
explained. "I thought it ' d be a fun night if we went there. Stellar 
was Cherry's date to the gala." 

"Aw!" Mo awed. 

Cherry and Stellar glanced away, blushing slightly. Cherry bit her 
lip while Stellar smiled bashfully. 

"Who are you again?" Twilight asked the warlock. 

"I am Drell, Head of the Witches Council." the warlock replied in a 
rather boastful tone of voice about his job title. 

"Former Head of the Witches Council." Atticus said. 

"What_ever__! " Drell whispered sharply. 

"So, Twilight, where's the others?" Mo asked since she didn't see the 
other Mane Six. 

"In the throne room, I'm trying to figure out what Starlight's 
friendship lesson should be." Twilight said. 

"I'm a little nervous." Starlight popped from the alicorn princess's 
side . 

"Ah, don't worry, it's not as hard as you think." Mo 
soothed . 



Starlight smiled to her. 


"Yeah, why don't we go see the girls while Twilight narrows down to 
what your friendship lesson will be?" Atticus asked. 

"That sounds like a good compromise." Spike agreed. 

"Very well then, go on in. I'll meet you guys inside." Twilight 
nodded . 

"Okay, Twily." Atticus smiled. 

"Heeey, only Shining Armor can call me that..." Twilight smirked to 
him . 

"Can't your brother figure do it too?"Atticus smirked. 

Patch whispered something to Twilight which made her giggle. 

"What?" Darla asked, seeing that. "What's so funny?" 

"I just told her what Cherry, you, and Jessica call Atticus." Patch 
whispered to her. 

"Ohhh... That..." Darla smirked. 

"Hey!" Atticus called out. 

"Okay, only if I get to call you Atty." Twilight smirked. 

"Fine..." Atticus groaned and rolled his eyes. 

Twilight laughed and gently ruffled up his mane. "Thatta 
boy . " 

"Well, I better get inside so then I can run for my life." Patch 
smiled nervously. 

"Yes, yes you should." Atticus smirked to his puppy. 


2 . Chapter 2 

Twilight stayed with Starlight as the others then went inside the 
castle to meet the other Mane Six. Cherry was keeping a close eye out 
so Pinkie Pie wouldn't randomly show up and tackle her into a hug as 
usual . 

"Don't worry. Pinkie Pie is still in the throne room and nowhere 
else." Stellar assured her while Atticus continued to chase after 
Patch . 

"Phew!" Cherry breathed in relief. "Thanks... Hey, I thought you 
didn't talk..." she then said as a joke to his magician 
guise . 

"That's for on stage..." Stellar teased back with a smirk. 

"Yeah, yeah." Cherry rolled her eyes with a laugh. 



"Oh, come on, Atticus! I just wanted Twilight to get even with you!" 
Patch playfully whined while galloping away from him. 

"Come here, you little mutt!" Atticus called, playfully calling his 
puppy a mutt as he continued to chase him. 

"Those two act like brothers." Mo giggled. 

"Seems fair enough." Lucky agreed. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>After a short while, Atticus finally caught Patch. <p> 

"Am I in trouble?" Patch pouted up to Atticus once he was 
captured . 

"Yep, you sure are." Atticus said before putting him into a headlock 
and then began to give a noogie. 

"Heeey, no fair!" Patch wiggled. 

Atticus laughed as he playfully 'tortured' his puppy. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>After about a few minutes, they went to meet up with the girls in 
the throne room. Patch patted the top of his head, luckily for him 
and the other dogs, walking on all fours was nothing different for 
them, though he had been known to go on two legs whenever he had the 
chance and appeared more like a human child than a normal dog would 
standing on its hind legs. The two Pegasi, earth ponies, and now one 
unicorn were happily chattering together, but then stopped once they 
heard someone coming in and smiled once they saw who was 
there . <p> 

"Hey, girls." Atticus smiled. 

"Oh, hello, darlings!" Rarity beamed. "It's been far too long!" 

"It sure has." Patch smiled. 

"So, are you girls excited about the baby?" Mo smiled. 

"I know I am!" Pinkie Pie bounced over to them. 

"Yeah, yeah. Pinkie's been explodin' her head 'bout it." Applejack 
added . 

"So, what were you girls talking about before we came in here?" Patch 
asked . 

"Well, we were deciding when to leave and where I think we should 
leave ASAP, I don't wanna miss the Crystalling." Rainbow Dash 
said . 

Applejack noticed another pony and whispered. "Look, it's Cherry's 
coltfriend from Las Pegasus!" 

"Ooh, Cherry has a coltfriend-" Pinkie sang. 



"Quit it!" Cherry yelped while Stellar blushed slightly. 

"So, back to this Crystalling." Colette said. 

"Yeah, what is that exactly?" Lucky asked. 

"We're not exactly sure, darling." Rarity said. 

"All we do know is that it has something to do with the baby." 
Applejack added. 

"And a party!" Pinkie smiled. 

"Maybe it's a baby shower..." Mo guessed. 

"It's much more than that." Rainbow dash said. 

"We'll find out later it seems." Mo said to Atticus. 

Atticus nodded in agreement. "Well, does anyone know if they had a 
boy or a girl?" 

The girls simply shook their heads. 

"Darn..." Atticus pouted. 

"We had a little bet going on..." Cherry said. "I bet for a 
girl . " 

"Well, whatever the baby is, it gets to be they'll be performing the 
Crystalling." Rainbow dash said. 

"Are you sure he or she isn't too young?" Lucky asked. "I mean... 
That seems so sudden..." 

"This Crystalling happens when a new crystal pony in the Crystal 
Empire is brought into the world." Rarity said. 

"It's a wonderful celebration." Fluttershy added gently and quietly 
as always . 

"So, what is the Crystalling anyway?" Starlight asked just now 
entering the room. 

"Just the super duperest ! " Pinkie got in her face with a grin. 

"It has something to do with the baby and the Crystal Heart and the 
awesome energy." Rainbow dash said. 

Darla smiled brightly to the Mane Six, too engrossed by meeting them 
to say or do anything. 

"Is she okay?" Rainbow Dash said. 

"Oh, I'm sorry," Atticus said. "Guys, this is my little sister, 

Darla . " 

Darla smiled brightly and waved her hoof to the Mane Six. 



"Oh, she's just so adorable." Rarity awed. 

Darla blushed and smiled. 

"Welcome!" Pinkie pinched Darla's cheeks. "Ooh, looks like somepony 
needs a welcome to Equestria party!" 

"Ooh." Darla smiled. 

"For another time. Pinkie, " Applejack said. "We got a little colt or 
filly to meet . " 

"Yep." Atticus said. 

"Aww..." Pinkie pouted about a party being put off until another 
time . 

"We'll do it later." Atticus assured her. 

"Yay!" Pinkie then beamed. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Stellar smiled, coming to Cherry's side. His horn glowed as he 
held out a flower for her, putting it behind her ear to go in her 
mane. Cherry smiled bashfully and allowed him to do so.<p> 

"I think Cherry really likes Stellar." Colette smiled. 

"Seems like it..." Patch agreed. 

"I don't think I've ever seen Cherry smile before." Pinkie Pie 
said . 

"She doesn't?" Starlight asked. 

"At times, she does, but only if it's on Halloween." Atticus 
said . 

"I can be happy..." Cherry glared. 

"Yes, but at times, it's a bit of a shock." Atticus said. 

**_'She smiled a lot with me at the Gala.'_** Stellar said as he 
magicked up a note for everyone. 

"Cool." Patch smiled. 

"So, Starlight, what's your friendship lesson?" Mo asked. 

"I don't know yet, I'm just about to go find out from Twilight." 
Starlight said. 

"Well, don't worry about it, K?" Mo said. "We forgive you 
too . " 

"What did she do?" Colette asked Patch. 


"She first was able to take away everyone's cutie marks in a village, 
and then she went back in time to try and stop Rainbow Dash's 



Rainboom from happening." Patch whispered. 


"Ooh..." Colette was surprised and amazed. 
"Yeah, wow." Patch said. 

Colette smiled to him. 


3 . Chapter 3 

Atticus went to Starlight to find out what her friendship lesson 
was . 

"Hello, Atticus." Starlight greeted the male alicorn. 

"Hey there. Starlight," Atticus replied. "So, what's your Friendship 
Lesson from Twilight?" 

"Don't know yet, just about to find out, you can come with me if you 
want." Starlight said. 

"Okay." Atticus smiled to her. 

Starlight smiled back, a little nervous, but she seemed slightly more 
confident now than before. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>She walked back to the library as Twilight had now finally 
figured out the three to choose from for Starlight's friendship 
lesson . <p> 

"All right, you ready. Starlight?" Twilight asked. 

"I think so..." Starlight replied with a small, yet visibly nervous 
smile . 

"Well, I've narrowed down your friendship lesson down to these 
three." Twilight said, showing three pieces of paper with friend 
lessons on them. 

"So, what have you narrowed down for her?" Atticus asked. 

"One, is for the Crystal Empire where she gets to rekindle her 
friendship with the first pony she ever made friends with." Twilight 
smiled . 

"Sunburst?" Starlight asked if she was referring to that pony. 

"The very same, " Twilight nodded. 

"Oh, I-I don't know..." Starlight looked anxious about 
reuinit ing . 

"Of course, that's just one idea..." Twilight said as she looked 
through the other decisions, levitating the papers with her horn, 
seeming to be unaware of how overwhelmed Starlight looked at the 
mention of the one called 'Sunburst'. 



"Starlight, are you okay?" Atticus asked. 

Starlight blinked and pulled herself out of her reverie. 

Twilight even looked a little concerned to her new pupil. "Is 
something wrong?" she added in with deep and genuine concern in her 
voice for the unicorn. 

"What? O-Oh, no, " Starlight nervously smiled as she shuffled her 
hooves. "Those all sound great!" she then forced herself to grin. 

"I know! It's just going to be so hard to choose." Twilight 
smiled . 

Startlight weakly chuckled, but then frowned. "Oh, yeah..." she then 
bit her lip anxiously. 

Atticus could tell that Starlight wasn't so happy about one of the 
friendship lessons. 

"Excuse me, I'm gonna go now..." Starlight said, leaving the library 
then . 

Twilight nodded to her and allowed her to go until next time. Atticus 
decided to go with Starlight since she hadn't been in the castle too 
long and was probably lost. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Starlight used her horn to open one door, thinking it was her 
room, but then a bunch of supplies fell on top of her, much to her 
misfortune . <p> 

"I'm guessing that one is the supply closet." Atticus said. 

"Do you know the way around here?" Starlight asked him. "I'm never 
going to find my way in this place!" 

Another door opened to show Spike after hearing her voice. 

"Well, I kind of know my way around here, but not that much." Atticus 
said . 

Starlight sighed as they walked down the hallway together. 

The dragon came next to the female unicorn's side, seeing her very 
down in the dumps. "Gee, Starlight, what's wrong?" 

"I don't know. Spike," Starlight sighed and shook her head in 
dismissal, but paid attention to him. "Twilight's figuring out what 
my first friendship lesson is, I guess I'm not exactly thrilled with 
the options. Well... One of them..." 

"Which one?" Spike asked. 

"Reuniting me with my first friend..." Starlight admitted. 

Spike stopped in his tracks, not finding that to be such a big deal. 
"What's so bad about that?" 



"Yeah, I don't see anything wrong with see an old friend." Atticus 
said before getting a feeling why. 

Starlight sighed softly as she thought back to when she was a little 
filly. "When we were foals. Sunburst knew everything there was to 
know about magic," She then started to explain her tale. "He always 
knew just what to do." 

"You two sound like you two were the closest of friends." Atticus 
smiled . 

"We really were, " Starlight replied as she continued. "He was always 
there to help me. I guess it's no surprise that Sunburst got his 
cutie mark in magic and off to Princess Celestia's school... And he 

left..." 

"Yeah, we know the rest of the story." Spike said. 

You blamed cutie marks and stripped a whole village of theirs, and 
when Twilight and the others stopped you, you went back in time and 
almost destroyed Equestria, " Atticus listed. "Right?" 

"Yeah..." Starlight sighed. "Not really stuff I'm super eager to tell 
Sunburst about. I mean, he's probably some big important wizard now, 
and... I can't even find my way around Twilight's castle." 

"Well, if Sunburst really is that good at magic, maybe he would 
appreciate your, uh, excellence." Atticus said to 
Starlight . 

Starlight looked over to the male alicorn and merely bowed her head 
with her eyes shut in shame. 

"You should talk to Twilight about it," Spike advised. "I'm sure 
she'd want to hear what you have to say." 

"I know..." Starlight sighed sadly as if all hope for her was lost. 
"But I don't want her to think I'm not ready to learn or that I'm not 
grateful for everything she's doing." 

"Spike! Atticus! Come quick!" Twilight called out from the 
balcony . 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Spike and Atticus looked to each other and came as Twilight 
smiled, looking out as there was wind howling, blowing her mane 
slightly. Twilight saw a flake coming from the sky and she held out 
her wing to catch the flake from her position. Once the flake landed, 
it became a letter as if by magic. <p> 

"It's a Crystalling invitation!" Spike beamed. 

"You know what this means." Atticus smiled to his sister 
figure . 

"Exactly," Twilight was very much overjoyed right now. "Shining 
Armor's a father! I'm an aunt!" she then walked towards Starlight. 
"Well, this settles it! Since we're going to the Crystal Empire, your 
first friendship lesson is going to be... Reuniting with 



Sunburst ! " 


"Great..." Starlight forced a smile as she replied uneasily about her 
friendship lesson. 

"This is going to be great." Atticus smiled. 

Twilight and Atticus then rushed to tell the others that Shining 
Armor and Cadence's baby was finally born and they were all set to go 
to the Crystal Empire to meet the new addition to Twilight's family. 
Twilight gave Cherry, Atticus, Mo, and Patch the option of 
teleporting over to the Crystal Empire themselves and meeting them 
there or to take the train which would take much longer than simply 
teleporting with their medallions. 

"We'll go there by train with you." Atticus said. 

"It would be best if we were all together for this." Mo agreed. 

"All right, let's go then," Twilight said, then whistled. "All aboard 
to the train station!" 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>The Mane Six and Stellar met them and they were now going to the 
Train Station to head to the Crystal Empire. <p> 

"I wonder where Mom and Dad are." Darla said before two full grown 
ponies appeared. 

"Oh, I'm sure they'll be around here somewhere." Mo soothed 
her . 

Darla sighed, then looked over to the two adult ponies. "Oh, excuse 


"I guess I'm a little rusty when it comes to teleporting." The male 
unicorn said. 

"You're improving, don't worry." the female unicorn soothed. 

"You teleported here?" Darla asked. 

"Oh, dear, surely you recognize us..." the female unicorn smiled, 
putting her hoof around the male. 

"Wait, Mom, Dad, is that you?" Darla asked. 

The unicorn couple smiled. "Surprise!" 

"You guys made it!" Atticus smiled to the couple. 

"We told you we would meet you here and here we are." Emily 
said . 

"My teleportation's not what it used to be though..." Patrick sighed 
as he gently tapped his horn. 


"Sure seems like it." Atticus said. 



"We're going by train, you're welcome to join us." Mo 
invited . 


Patrick and Emily smiled, of course, accepting the invitation as they 
came onto the train with the Mane Six. Twilight welcomed Patrick and 
Emily, but did a double take to them. She could had sworn she saw 
these two unicorns somewhere before and even asked to look at their 
cutie marks. Patrick and Emily did so so then the violet Alicorn 
could see what cutie marks they both had. Twilight looked to their 
flanks. Patrick had a spell book cutie mark while Emily had a musical 
note cutie mark. 

"I know I've seen those cutie marks before..." Twilight said as she 
inspected her brother figure's parents. 

"You have?" Patrick and Emily asked. 

"I know I have, but I can't think of from where..." Twilight 
scratched her chin with her hoof. "Oh, well, it'll come to me... It's 
great to meet you two though." 

"It's great to finally meet you as well, dear." Emily smiled. 

"Your parents must be so proud." Patrick added in with his own smile 
to the young violet alicorn. 

"Indeed they are," Twilight said, then just realized something. "Ooh! 
This means they're going to be grandparents." 

"Yep." Lucky nodded. 

"I hope we get to be grandparents someday." Emily said to her 
husband . 

"I'm sure we will, darling." Patrick cooed. 

Emily smiled and nuzzled against him. 

"Atticus, if you had a child, what would that make me?" Darla asked, 
curiously . 

"That would make you an aunt." Atticus said. 

"Or as Scar would say, a monkey's aunt." Patch smiled. 

Atticus laughed a little at that. 

"Uh, thanks, I guess..." Darla shrugged about being a 'monkey's 
aunt ' . 

"Come on, let's get on the train, no time to waste!" Pinkie Pie 
called out. 

"Come on, y'all, ya know how Pinkie gets." Applejack 
advised . 

"Agreed." Atticus nodded before going inside the train. 

With that, they all filed into the train in an orderly fashion. 
Starlight sulked as she followed them inside. Once they were all set. 



the doors closed and the train was now steadily going down the 
tracks . 


4 . Chapter 4 

"Is something wrong with Starlight?" Mo whispered to her 
boyfriend . 

"She's just anxious about her first friendship lesson," Atticus 
whispered back. "Twilight wants her to meet her old friend 
Sunburst . " 

"That's nice." Mo smiled. 

"Yeah, I just hope it goes better than she thinks it will." Atticus 
said as Starlight sulked in her seat. 

"I'm sure it will." Mo said. 

"So am I." Atticus smiled to her. 

"Ah, little seeds of romance blossoming in Equestria . . . " Patrick 
smirked to his son, he couldn't hear what was being said, but noticed 
that he and Mo were whispering amongst each other. 

"I can already hear wedding bells ringing." Emily smiled. 

Patrick smiled back, very proudly and sniffled slightly. Emily cooed 
to him and put her hoof around him, gently wiping any tears with her 
other one. 

"I can't wait to get to the Crystal Empire." Patch smiled. 

"What's it like?" Darla asked. "It sounds glamorous." 

"Trust me, it's unlike anything you've ever seen." Atticus 
said . 

"You just have to see it." Twilight cooed to Darla. 

Darla sighed and then groaned. "More waiting?" 

"Yep." Cookie nodded. 

Applejack smiled as she was sitting next to something she had covered 
up . 

Rainbow Dash woke up from her nap, then yawned and stretched and 
noticed it. "Urn, Applejack, what is that?" 

"Oh, just a little somethin' for the youngin." Applejack 
smiled . 

"Ooh, what is it?" Darla smiled. 

Applejack leaned over, bit on the tarp with her teeth and whipped it 
back to show her gift for Shining Armor and Cadence's baby. It was an 
apple based cradle and gently rocked back and forth. "Made from 
genuine Sweet Apple Acres apple trees, " she showed her gift to the 



others. "We make 'em for all the Apples, and anypony related to 
Twilight is practically family." 


Twilight smiled, feeling deeply touched by that statement. 

"Aw!" Darla smiled. 

"Yeah, it's okay... But it's no Cloudsdale mobile!" Rainbow Dash flew 
out of her seat, then took out a mobile with clouds, lightning bolts, 
and rainbows attached to it. "Bam!" 

"Ooh!" Cookie, Colette, Emily, Pinkie Pie, and Rarity 
cooed . 

"Pretty~" Pinkie Pie smiled, then reached out to touch it and 
accidentally made one of the attachments fall, which gave her a 
sheepish, apologetic smile. 

"Sure is pretty." Colette said. 

"Thanks." Rainbow Dash replied, though she shot a slight glare to the 
pink earth pony who had unintentionally broke it. 

"Well, a mobile is real nice... As long as you have somethin' to lay 
in so you can look at it." Applejack said as she glanced at her 
homemade cradle/bassinet for the little tyke. 

"_And _a rather fetching blanket to keep you warm." Rarity added in 
as she used her horn to replace the apple blanket and put in a 
different one that was decorated with horseshoes. 

"Yep, it's true." Emily smiled. 

"I'm sure Shining Armor and Princess Cadence will love all our 
gifts," Twilight spoke up. "But I think they're more happy we'll be 
attending the baby's Crystalling." 

"Ooh! I can't wait to see all that light and love make the Crystal 
Heart even more sparkly and shiny!" Pinkie Pie spoke up in utter 
delight . 

"Is the Crystal Heart like the legendary Silver Crystal?" Darla 
asked . 

"Actually, Darla, the Crystal Heart is an ancient and powerful 
relic," Twilight explained to the newest visitor to Equestria. 
"Without its magic, the Crystal Empire would be lost to the Frozen 
North . " 

"Ooh." Darla absorbed that information, it sounded very important to 
remember . 

"Wow, this Crystalling sounds pretty important, " Starlight feigned 
astonishment. "I'd understand if you wanted to... You know... Wait to 
do a different friendship lesson when we get back." 

"Are you kidding?" Twilight replied with a tickled smile. "This trip 
is perfect! Not only do I get to see the baby and take part in the 
ceremony that helps maintain the magic of the Crystal Empire, but I'm 
starting my new pupil off with the most amazing friendship lesson 



ever! I can't wait!" 


"Right... Me neither..." Starlight replied uneasily, hiding her true 
feelings . 

Atticus and Spike both gestured to Starlight, telling her to tell 
Twilight how she was feeling. 

Starlight got the message as Twilight didn't see the gesture as she 
was looking through a book. "Actually, Twilight, I am a little 
worried about meeting Sunburst." she then admitted to the Princess of 
Friendship . 


"Oh, trust me. I know what it's like to see old friends," Twilight 
smiled easily as she took out a long list reached touched and spread 
across the train floor. "But I'll be right there to help things 
along. I've broken the whole lesson down into a few easy steps to 
ensure this reunion goes off without a hitch!" 


Starlight chuckled nervously in response. 


"Isn't that list going a bit overboard?" Darla asked. 


"Get used to it, that's just how Twily is." Atticus whispered. 


"I guess so..." Darla shrugged then. 


* * 


* 


><p>Stellar gently shook Cherry awake . <p> 

"Huh?" Cherry blinked rapidly. "What?" she then rubbed her eyes with 
her hooves, moving her glasses up slightly off her face. 

Stella pointed out the window to show her that they were there 
now . 

"Oh, cool." Cherry smiled tiredly. 

"Yay!" Darla cheered. "The Crystal Empire!" 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>The train stopped and allowed them all to come out together as 
they were finally at the Crystal Empire. Twilight started to read 
aloud the steps in her lesson to Starlight, then accidentally ran 
into a familiar white unicorn stallion who was waiting for them, but 
appeared to be falling asleep. <p> 

"Shining Armor." Atticus smiled as he came to Twilight's 
side . 

"Twilight... Atticus..." Shining Armor weakly called with a smile, he 
then hugged his sister right away. 

Twilight smiled, very overjoyed yet again. "I didn't know you were 
meeting us . " 

"Of course I am!" Shining Armor replied, but he sounded distant and 
rather tired. "It's me, right here. Here I am. Why wouldn't I come 



meet my sister? Though we have met before, heh-heh..." 

"Shining Armor, are you okay? You look like you haven't slept in 
days." Atticus said. 

"You look like Maestro Forte on a daily basis." Cherry 
muttered . 

"Never better!" Shining Armor smiled, but looked anything but truly 
happy, just slightly zany due to lack of sleep. "Being a father is 
amazing! And wonderful, and amazing, and confusing, and amazing, but 
surprising too, you know? I mean, not that you'd know. You wouldn't 
know, I know. . . You know?" 

The others merely glanced at him, though Rainbow Dash quietly 
chuckled at his insanity. 

"Baby keeping you up?" Mo assumed. "I have a baby brother at home, 
when he gets sick, he cries at night more than usual and I can hear 
him from my room." 

"Well, no one said that having a baby would be easy." Patch 
said . 

"It never is sometimes..." Emily quietly chuckled. 

"Sorry, I haven't really slept since Cadence had the baby," Shining 
Armor sighed to them. "Come to think of it, she hasn't either. It 
sure would be great to get a break." 

_'This is going to put a damper in the Friendship Lesson. '_ Darla 
thought to herself. 

Twilight then realized how exhausted her brother was and no doubt 
that her sister-in-law was in the same pain. "Oh, of course! I don't 
know what I was thinking! You two probably need all kinds of help! 

I'm sorry. Starlight, but I guess combining your first lesson with 
this visit wasn't such a good idea." 

"Oh, uh, don't be ridiculous!" Starlight's eyes widened in 
excitement, but she tried to hide it from the violet alicorn 
princess. "You're an aunt now! That's way more important than some 
friendship lesson." 

"Isn't there a way to do both?" Cherry asked. 

"Actually, there is." Spike smiled. 

"Yep." Atticus nodded. 

"Oh?" Twilight asked. 

"We've already got the list." Spike smiled. 

"You've already done the work for Starlight's lesson with this list," 

Atticus added in. "All we have to do is follow it!" 

Starlight face-hoofed in response. 

"Guys, you're geniuses!" 


Twilight praised. 



"Oh, but then, you'll miss seeing the baby." Mo frowned. 

"Don't worry, I'm sure me Spike and Starlight will see the baby after 
Starlight's friendship lesson." Atticus assured his 
girlfriend . 

"Then it's settled!" Twilight replied. "Shining Armor and I will head 
straight to the castle, and you three can head straight to 
Sunburst ' s ! " 

"Aye-Aye, Princess!" Spike saluted. "Come on, Atticus!" 

Starlight nervously chuckled as she followed the male alicorn and 
dragon . 

"Alright, Shining Armor, let's go see your little foal." Mo 
smiled . 

"Ah... The baby..." Shining Armor nearly snored. 

"Poor man..." Patrick sighed. 

The group then went off to meet the newest addition to Twilight and 
Shining Armor's family. While they did that. Spike, Atticus, and 
Starlight were making their way to Sunburst's house. 


5 . Chapter 5 

"I know you're a little worried about this reunion, but I'm sure 
Twilight's got everything covered." Spike said, holding onto the 
extensive list as they walked among the many other ponies either 
living in or visiting the Empire. 

"Everything except how I'd rather do absolutely anything else." 
Starlight sounded anything but excited about facing Sunburst. 

"I'm pretty sure she's anticipated that." Atticus said. 

"Oh, yeah, you know how Twilight can be," Spike chuckled. "It's all 
part of the lesson. Trust the lesson." 

"Right..." Starlight glanced at him, rolling her periwinkle eyes, she 
then spotted something in the town center which made her smirk rather 
darkly . 

"Now, the first step of the lesson is..." Atticus started as he read 
the list. 

"Hey, isn't that you?" Starlight gestured. 

Spike and Atticus then looked up to where she was pointing. 

"Yep, sure is." Spike said. 

"Now according to Twilight's research. Sunburst's place should be..." 
Atticus started. 


"Why is there a statue of you in the Crystal Empire?" Starlight 



stalled . 


"Because Spike the Brave and Glorious saved all of us from King 
Sombra!" a vanilla mare with strawberry mane dashed over with a proud 
grin . 

"Such a good thing they don't remember I'm his nephew." Atticus 
whispered to Spike. 

Spike nodded quietly to Atticus, knowing how big a deal that would be 
and would cause a catastrophe even. 

"And then again during the Equestria Games ! " another mare with a 
silver coat and orange mane rushed over, talking about Spike's 
heroism . 

"Really?" Starlight asked. 

"Really, " an orange stallion with blue mane came up behind the dragon 
and smirked to him. "Big fan." he then held out his hoof so Spike 
could shake it . 

Spike grinned and shook his hoof. 

Starlight smirked once she saw Spike was getting distracted from the 
lesson. "Urn, when were you going to tell me about this?" she then 
asked innocently. 

"Oh, it's not that important." Spike said bashfully. 

"It most certainly is!" the Crystal Ponies disagreed. 

Starlight smirked, then used her horn to levitate a stool and made 
the dragon sit down in it. "That's it! We're not going anywhere until 
I get the whole story!" 

Atticus sighed, already knowing that Starlight was stalling, but 
allowed Spike to tell his 'heroic deed'. Starlight relaxed onto a 
chair as she magicked up some popcorn. Spike then decided to tell 
Starlight the whole story of how he defeated King Sombra, saving the 
Crystal Empire. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p><em><strong>Meanwhile . . ,<strong>_ 

"Before we go in, I should probably tell you, " Shining Armor sounded 
cautious. "Seeing the baby might be a bit of a shock." 

"Oh, come on. Shining Armor, we've seen babies before." Mo 
said . 

"Yeah, meeting this one won't be any different." Twilight agreed 
while reassuring her big brother as she opened the door with her 
horn . 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Princess Celestia, Princess Luna, Drell, and Skippy were standing 
next to a very sleep deprived Cadence by the bassinet. <p> 



_'I wonder what the baby will look like.'_ Patch thought to himself 
with a smile. 

Cookie gently picked Patch up and carried him on her back with a 
smile. "So you have a better view." 

"Much appreciated." Patch smiled back to her. 

The others came and met the baby who appeared to be a little filly. 
She was wrapped up in a blanket and was sleeping quietly and 
peacefully and had violet mane and there was a visible horn on her 
head. The others smiled so far, until suddenly, the blanket was torn 
off and the baby was shown to have huge pegasus wings and opened her 
eyes to reveal they were crystal ocean blue as polished 
sapphires . 

"Or we could be wrong." Mo said. 

The baby cooed to them and smiled peacefully. Cherry suddenly dropped 
to the floor and twitched her hooves in the air with her eyes 
twitching . 

"Surprising, right?" Drell asked. 

Cadence poked Cherry slightly. 

"Gaaaahhhh . . . " Cherry groaned as she was having a meltdown. "Sooo 
cuuuute ..." 

"Oh, calm down, you're not going to die." Drell groaned. 

"Yes, I aaaammm..." Cherry still shook on the floor. 

Drell removed his glasses and face-hoofed. "And I thought Skippy and 
Penelope were drama queens." 

"I don't think that's the real deal!" Twilight yelped. "The baby is 
an alicorn ! " 

"It looks that way." Cadence replied, very tired. 

"Urn, yeah, is that a problem?" Darla asked. "I mean... Cadence is an 
alicorn... Celestia's an alicorn... Luna's an alicorn... Atticus is 
an alicorn... Why can't the baby be an alicorn?" 

"It's not that simple, darling," Rarity replied. "I always thought 
alicorn wings had to be earned by accomplishing some great princess 
worthy deed!" 

"Yeah, ya just can't be born with 'em." Applejack added in. 

"Wait, what do you mean can't be born with them? I thought alicorns 
were naturally born with their horn and wings." Patch said. 

"The birth of an alicorn is something Equestria has never seen!" 
Princess Celestia reported. 


"It is beyond even our understanding." Princess Luna added. 



"That's not very reassuring." Fluttershy replied in a hushed tone of 
voice as always. 

"So then, this is the very first baby alicorn?" Patch asked. 

"It looks that way." Celestia replied. 

"Have there ever been baby alicorns in the past?" Patrick asked Drell 
and Skippy. 

"Nope, there hasn't." Drell shook his head. 

"Well then..." Emily said, not sure how to feel or what to say about 
the baby. "Well, the baby certainly will be... Unique..." 

"Wow!" Pinkie squealed. "A unicorn, and a Pegasus! So she could be a 
super-strong flyer and have crazy baby magic!" 

Rainbow Dash chuckled. "Well, I know all about super-strong 
flying ! " 

"And I can help keep tabs on her magic!" Twilight added in, 
volunteering . 

Cadence and Shining Armor smiled to their helping hooves for their 
child . 

"She sure is cute..." Drell was even admiring the little foal, he 
then tickled her chin with his hoof. "Cootchi-Cootchi-Coo~ . . . " 

The baby giggled until she sniffled and sneezed very loudly, charging 
up her horn which nearly exploded Drell. 

"Wow." Drell said, surprised. 

Cherry put her hoof to her mouth once she stood up. Drell 's mane was 
all frazzled and spiky, his glasses were shattered, and he looked 
ashy from the impact, he then sent a glare to Cherry. Cherry then 
fell down again and cracked up laughing at his misfortune. 

"Drell, don't even think about it." Patrick said. 

Drell growled, trying to hold in his anger and magic as Cherry kept 
laughing at him. 

"Okay, Cherry, I think that's enough." Emily told her. 

"I-I-I can't!" Cherry kept laughing, unable to stop. "Whoo ! " But then 
she felt Emily's stare as she could see that the adult female unicorn 
was serious. She then let her laughter die down and she looked away, 
shaking a cold chill down her spine. 

"Thank you." Emily smiled then. 

Drell straightened himself out. 

"Uh, bless you." Lucky chuckled sheepishly to the newborn 
foal . 


"Wow, seems like she's more powerful than a newborn unicorn." Patrick 



said surprised. 


"Indeed..." Princess Celestia agreed. 

"The crowds have already started to gather." Princess Luna alerted as 
she looked out the window to see crystal ponies were on their way 
into the castle for the big celebration. 

Pinkie came up next to her as she was blowing into a green balloon, 
then floated in the air with it once it was fully blown. "This 
Crystalling is gonna be some party!" she beamed, obviously excited 
and anxious to get started. 

"You can say that again." Colette said. 

Cadence yawned, then looked very worried about the others meeting her 
new daughter. "Do you think we should call it off?" 

"No way," Patch said. "We've all faced a lot worse than baby 
magic . " 

"He's right you know," Rarity agreed. "I can't imagine cancelling 
such a beautiful and important ceremony over something so potentially 
adorable ! " 

"Besides, with your daughter being a baby alicorn, this Crystalling 
might be more important than ever." Patrick said Cadence. 

The others agreed with that statement and wanted to go along with 
that decision. 

"Perhaps you should address your subjects and remind them of that." 
Princess Celestia suggested to her niece. 

Cadence nodded, agreeing with her aunt, knowing that she was right. 
Shining Armor snored, falling asleep again. 

"Shining Armor!" Twilight alerted her older brother. "Do you have 
everything you need for the ceremony?" 

"Huh? Oh, no!" Shining Armor woke up in a flash and instantly 
panicked. "I still have to interview the honor guards, choose the 
purity crystal, and pick a crystaller!" 

"Don't worry. Shining Armor, we'll help you out with all of that." 
Patch smiled. 

"Take it easy, honey, we'll happily help." Cookie agreed. 

Pinkie Pie squealed which made the baby giggle to her, having a lot 
of fun with her already. 

"All right, we should split up." Patrick suggested. 

"I'll stay here with Twilight and Pinkie Pie to watch over the baby." 
Emily volunteered. 

"Same here." Cookie volunteered. 


"I'll stay and help with the baby too." Patch said. 



"That's very grown up of you, kiddo." Lucky smiled admirably to his 
son figure. 

"Thanks." Patch smiled back as a twinkle appeared in his eye, knowing 
that he made Lucky very proud. 

"And we'll help with everythin' else." Applejack offered. 

Shining Armor started to fall asleep again, much to everypony else's 
dismay . 

**_'That is, if he can stay awake long enough to tell us how. '_ 
**Stellar commented. 

"Maybe I should check on Atticus, Spike, and Starlight." Cherry 
suggested . 

"That sounds like a great idea. Cherry." Emily smiled. 

**_'Want some company? '_** Stellar offered. 

Cherry blushed bashfully slightly. "Only if you'd want to." 

"I would love to." Stellar verbally said. 

Cherry giggled shyly, putting her hoof to her mouth. "Well, come 
along then . " 

Stellar smiled, walking along her side as they left to catch up with 
Spike, Atticus, and Starlight. As they made their way to Spike, 
Atticus, and Starlight the baby purple dragon was just finishing up 
his story of his 'heroic deed'. 


6. Chapter 6 

"...And that's how we found the Crystal Heart, defeated King Sombra, 
and saved the Empire." Spike concluded, omitting certain parts for 
Atticus 's sake. 

The ponies cheered in response from the story's end and demanded to 
be told about the Equestria Games. 

"Well, as much as I love reliving my heroic deeds. Starlight and I 
have an important lesson to do, by order of the Princess of 
Friendship!" Spike replied, much to their disappointment and 
Starlight's misfortune. 

"Sorry, kids, but this friendship lesson is Starlight's first one and 
we can't delay it any longer." Atticus soothed the crystal pony 
foals . 

"Aw, come on, guys, " Starlight insisted after gulping down her 
popcorn. "I want to hear about the Games too!" 

"Starlight, we know that you're nervous, but you can't avoid it." 
Atticus said. 


"He's right," Spike added after he signed an autograph for one of the 



crystal fillies. "It also says right in step three, to, uh, 'Deal 
with your fears by facing them, not by putting it off'." he then read 
from Twilight's list. 

"Yeah, so put that popcorn away, and let's get to Sunburst's house." 
Atticus said. 

Starlight groaned, turning bitter and sour, chucking her popcorn as 
she came out of her chair. "Ugh... Let's go get this over 
with ..." 

"Hey, wait for us!" Cherry called from the distance. 

Atticus, Spike, and Starlight looked to see Cherry and Stellar coming 
over to them. Starlight sighed, but she did look a little relieved, 
maybe they wouldn't be here long and distract Atticus and Spike from 
her friendship lesson. 

"What are you two doing here?" Spike asked Cherry and Stellar. 

"Aren't you supposed to be with Twilight and the others?" 

"I wanted to check on you guys to make sure the lesson was going 
okay, but..." Cherry replied. 

"Oh, it's going fine, by the way. Cherry, how are you?" Starlight put 
her hoof around the other mare. "Tell us all about it and don't miss 
a single detail!" 

"Starlight?" Atticus raised his eyebrow with a serious look, somehow 
now looking like King Sombra. 

Starlight bit her lip, sweating anxiously. 

"She procrastinating?" Cherry asked, narrowing her eyes at the 
lavender unicorn. 

"More like stalling." Atticus said. 

"Same diff." Cherry shrugged. 

"Well, then let's get going." Spike smiled. 

Stellar nodded, sending a strict glance to Starlight with his hazel 
eyes. Starlight groaned as she went with Spike and Atticus. 

"You guys wanna come?" Spike asked Cherry and Stellar. 

Cherry shrugged. "Sure, why not?" 

"Yeah." Stellar nodded. 

"Come on then." Spike said as he led the way. 

Starlight looked unfortunate again as they were on their way to see 
Sunburst face-to-face at last. 

~k ~k ~k 

><p>After walking for a while, they finally arrived at the house 
where Sunburst livedworked. It appeared to be a crystal cottage with 



a witch's hat for a roof. 


"That's an interesting design..." Atticus commented as they walked 
over to the residence. 

Starlight walked up the steps and was just about to knock on the door 
until . . . 


"Wait!" Spike stopped her. 

"What?" Starlight looked worriedly back to him. 

Spike took out the papers. "Knocking on the door isn't the next thing 
on the list ! " 

"Seriously?" Starlight asked. 

"I know Twilight can be a little nitpicky, but this is your first 
lesson as her pupil, and it's important that we do it right!" Spike 
replied . 

"Fine..." Starlight rolled her eyes with a sharp sigh. "What's the 
next thing on the list?" 

Spike then cleared his throat before reading aloud to her. "_'Before 
they see each other, be sure to highlight the importance of the 
meeting " 

"I think we can skip that step." Starlight said, finding that part of 
the list unimportant. 

"I don't know... I mean if we skip it, the whole lesson could go 
south!" Spike replied, getting hysterical all of the sudden. "And 
then you might end up taking a giant step backwards instead of 
forwards! Maybe you'll never be able to learn anything about 
friendship at all! It's almost like your whole future depends on this 
moment . " 

This caused for Starlight to go wide-eyed before agreeing to do the 
next step. 

Highlight the importance of the meeting^' , check!" Spike crossed 
that off the list. "I can't believe you wanted to skip 
that ! " 

Starlight mustered all of her courage the best that she could and 
gently kncoked on the door a few times, waiting for an answer. After 
waiting for a few seconds, it looked like no one was 
answering . 

Starlight looked back to the others who merely shrugged in response. 
She then decided to get going, but just as her back was turned, as if 
on cue, the door opened to a crack. "Sunburst...?" she asked softly, 
trying to look inside. 

"Yes, what can I do for you?" a stallion's voice replied. 

"It's me. Starlight, we used to be friends?" Starlight asked, hoping 
the unicorn stallion would remember. 



"Oh, of course!" Sunburst opened the door more in utter delight to 
the lavender mare. "S-Starlight ! My goodness, it-it ' s been a long 
time! What, uh, what have you been up to?" 

Starlight looked anxious about saying what she had been up to, but 
she had to do this, so she mustered all of her courage again. "Me? 

Oh! You know, some of this, some of that, different... stuff. Right 
now, I'm sort of Twilight Sparkle's new pupil." 

"The Princess of Friendship?" Sunburst asked, surprised. 

"Mm-hmm. . . Mm-hmm..." Cherry and Atticus nodded encouragingly in the 
back with Spike and Stellar. 

"Yeah." Starlight nodded. 

Sunburst smiled, proud of his old friend. 

"That's actually kind of why I'm here," Starlight then continued. "I 
mean, I know you're probably very busy." 

"What do you mean?" Sunburst asked, confused of why she would think 
he was busy. 

"Well, I figured after magic school, you'd go on to do important 
wizard work, but..." Starlight explained her assumption. 

"Oh, no... I mean, yes, yes, that's me, a very important wizard." 
Sunburst smiled nervously. 

Cherry squinted her eyes, seeming to notice Sunburst seemed 
hysterical. After a while, the two unicorns stopped talking and an 
awkward silence filled the air between them. 

"Right... Uh, well..." Sunburst backed up slightly. "Good to see 
you." After that, he closed the door. 

"Well, that was awkward." Atticus said. 

"He's hiding something." Cherry speculated. 

"I agree." Atticus nodded. 

"Maybe we should have skipped highlighting the importance of the 
meeting." Spike said. 

"Well, I guess that's that." Starlight replied, sounding 
victorious . 

"Come on. Starlight, this lesson isn't over yet." Stellar said. 

"We have to at least explain what Twilight wants. "Spike added 
in . 

Starlight groaned in misfortune and karma, then turned herself around 
and made herself knock on the door again. After knocking on it, the 
door opened again to show Sunburst . 

"You guys okay then?" Cherry asked Atticus. 



"Yeah." Atticus nodded to her. 


"Well... Okay..." Cherry shrugged. "See, Stellar? There was nothing 
to worry about and you were worrying silly!" 

Stellar rolled his eyes, but smiled to her with his ears slightly 
drooping . 

~k ~k ~k 


><p><em><strong>While that was going on, back at the 
castle. . .<strong>_ 

Shining Armor and Cadence were still quite exhausted. Patrick and 
Emily did their best to keep them awake, knowing how it felt to have 
lack of sleep with becoming parents for the first time. 

"Don't worry, it gets easier..." Emily soothed. "Plus Atticus rarely 
cried when he was a baby." 

"Really?" Cadence asked. 

"Oh, yes," Patrick smiled in agreement. "He only really cried if he 
woke up and no one would be there with him, but usually Jessie 
watched over him and told him stories. She had a natural maternal 
instinct . " 

"You two must have been lucky then." Shining Armor said. 

"Don't worry, this parenting stuff gets easier every time." Emily 
promised . 

"Well, if you say so." Cadence said. 

"Don't you have to go out and speak to the crystal ponies or 
something?" Darla asked Cadence. 

Cadence yawned. "Too sleepy..." 

"Come along, let's get it over with." Lucky urged her. 

Cadence sighed as her eyes drooped and she nodded her head. "Right... 
Come on, dear." she then told her husband. 

"Okay." Shining Armor said. 

The new parents then yawned as they went to speak as the Crystal 
Ponies were gathering together. 

"Is it really that hard being a parent?" Patch asked as he stood in 
between Cookie and Lucky. 

"Yes, it is." Cookie nodded. 

"It's the hardest, but the best job anyone could have." Lucky 
added . 


"Do you guys have any puppies of your own?" Colette asked 
curiously . 



This caused for Lucky and Cookie to blush. They stammered in 
response, but mentioned that they had no biological children of their 
own . 

"But... Uhh . . . Patch is like our pup..." Lucky then said, smiling 
down at the Dalmatian puppy who was now a young colt due to being in 
the Equestrian universe. 

"I was always worried about him," Cookie agreed. "When we first met, 

I just knew he needed protection, so I warned him about my 
teeth . " 

"Yeah, I remember." Patch smiled. 

"Let's see who will be the two lucky guards to be chosen." Colette 
smiled . 


7 . Chapter 7 

Shining Armor and Cadence came to their stands as the Crystal Ponies 
were nearly done gathering outside the castle. Princess Celestia and 
Princess Luna came behind their niece for the 
announcement . 

**_"Dearest citizens, I am sure you are all just as thrilled and 
ready for this Crystalling as myself and Shining Armor. "_** Cadence 
told the ponies. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Shining Armor looked anything but ready as he was nervous . 

Patrick and Emily noticed that and looked concerned for the white 
unicorn stallion. <p> 

"I'm not ready!" Shining Armor panicked instantly. 

"Take it easy!" Rainbow Dash tried to relax him. "Just pick whoever 
looks the most like honor guard material." 

"Yeah, that should be easy enough." Patrick said. 

"Right... Right..." Shining Armor slowly calmed down now. 

The guards behind stood firmly and sharply behind, awaiting any 
orders. Rainbow Dash handed over the helmets to Shining Armor to give 
to the guards of his choosing. 

"So, which two seem most qualified?" Patrick asked. 

Shining Armor took the helmets with his horn, but accidentally hit 
two guards in the face with them, making them fall and stumble 
backward onto the floor. This made the other guards step back 
nervously . 

"I'm sorry, "Shining Armor felt like he was in no condition to handle 
this. "Fatherhood is way more stressful than I thought." 


"I can only imagine." Fluttershy quietly commented as she 
absentmindedly stroked her stomach. 



"Don't worry, it'll get better. 


Patrick assured him. 


"Now, I know choosing the crystal of purity is a very important 
decision, " Rarity stepped in, levitating a case and opened it up to 
show the aforementioned jewels which looked extremely identical. "So 
I have gone through the trouble of arranging them in order from 
incredibly pure to outrageously pure." 

"But don't they look the same?" Darla asked. 

"Oh, well, to the untrained eye, perhaps..." Rarity replied to the 
pink filly. "What do you think. Shining Armor?" 

Shining Armor stammered and it was hard to tell what he was saying 
until he let it all out in a heaping mess of words. "**I! DON'T! 

KNOW ! * * " 


"I hope Twilight and the others are having a better time with the 
baby." Rarity whispered to Fluttershy. 

Fluttershy nodded in agreement as she looked worried about Shining 
Armor's hysterics. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>Things were going a little crazy with the baby. Pinkie squealed 
in delight as she was holding onto the baby and she was flapping her 
enormous wings back and forth with the adult pink earth mare attached 
to her tiny body. Patch began to try to get the baby alicorn down to 
the ground. <p> 

"Well... At least she's... having fun!" Pinkie said, referring to the 
alicorn foal as she was flying around the room. 

"How is it that this little foal is so hard to catch?" Patch asked 
while trying to catch the alicorn foal. 

The baby cooed and giggled, zapping her horn's magic while Twilight 
tried to repel it before anyone could get seriously hurt. 

"Someone, hold her still!" Twilight begged. 

"I'm trying!" Patch grunted as he had trouble getting a hold of 
Twilight's baby niece. 

"Same here!" Pinkie Pie called out as her back hooves simply dragged 
down to the ground. 

"Stop that now!" Patch groaned to the alicorn foal. 

The alicorn foal seemed to only continue to giggle, until finally. 
Patch was able to catch her. 

Pinkie then suddenly stumbled and fell, accidentally coming on top of 
the former cocker spaniel puppy. "Oops, sorry, Colette!" 

"That's okay..." Colette strained only slightly. 

"Gotcha, ya little dickens." Patch held the alicorn foal into his 



hooves . 


The alicorn foal simply giggled, not seeming to mind being held by 
him . 

Patch smiled once she was a little calm. "Thatta girl." 

"Good work. Patch." Cookie smiled. 

"Thanks, Cookie." Patch smiled back to her. 

"I wonder how Starlight is doing on her friendship lesson." Colette 
smiled . 

End 
f ile . 



